Isfahan: "Half the World"* &e  Kajars,  was Turanian,  or,  more exartlv T   i
old-established Jewish  colony.
merchant or artist, the Turanian an'officiaTor a
Both the Iranian and the Turk share a common religion Islam, but within this there is a division between the Cf * and the Shiites.   The Sunnites remained  Sit S^
of'•S'1to the first ^ CaHphs Abu Bekr> °™
Othman. They were principally the Turkish minority The Persons were mainly Shiites, although this sect was Arabic and not Persian in origin, and spread over Iraq and North Atnca. The Shiites refused to recognise the first three Caliphs as the legitimate representatives of Allah on earth and recmr msed as imams the fourth Caliph, Ali, the Prophet's cousin and son-in-law, and his successors. After the assassination of AH in A.D. 661, the Syrian Moawiya, an Omayyad, usurped the Caliphate. The shiah ("sect") of Ali was contained within Iran by Siyad, the energetic governor appointed by the first Omayyad. When Moawiya died, Hussein, Ali's son and the grandson of the prophet, hastened to Kufa to have himself proclaimed Caliph. He was massacred, together with a group of his followers, at Kerbela by the troops of Yesid, Moawiya's successor. The fury of Hussein's adherents knew no bounds and the "shiah" gained such a following that it became the religious community of the nation. Ali and his two sons Hassan and Hussein became national martyrs and are still invoked today in Iran as frequently as we evoke the name of Jesus and Mary. They are worshipped as the first three imams, or successors of Mahomet. They themselves had nine successors, and the return of the twelfth is awaited today as marking the end of all time. This imam is held to have disappeared in a cave near Samarra. The funeral mosques of Ali at Nejef, of Hussein at Kerbela, of the seventh imam Musa and
•                    i<35rnad tribes who threatened and ravaged Iran with their invasions. They were mainly Turkish tribes, certain of which, the Seljuks, the Mongols and the Timurids, conquered Iran at various times. All these invasions came from the north-east across the river Oxus, Following the period of the Caliphs, Iran was, in fact, more often under Turanian than Iranian rulers and the last dynasty,
